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We Adore You, Christ Jesus
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Adoramus te, Christe is a motet by the neglected but very fine Renaissance composer Clemens non Papa, 
who worked during the first half of the sixteenth century in the Netherlands.

Roman Catholics know this text as the traditional beginning for each station of the Way of the Cross: “We 
adore you, O Christ, and we bless you...”  It is suitable for use during Holy Week, any Sunday of Lent, the 
feasts  of  Christ  the  King  and  the  Triumph  of  the  Cross, celebrations  of  the  Way  of  the  Cross,  and 
Eucharistic adoration.

The piece may be lengthened effectively by repeating the triple time section. The relationship of the 
common time section to the triple time section is half note = dotted half note, but it is also effective to 
keep the quarter note equal in both sections.

Choirs with lesser experience may prefer to have the piece directed in common rather than cut time. 

All dynamics, breath marks, and other performance suggestions are those of the editor.
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